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CREATIVE CENTRE SOCIETY FOR MENTAL WELLNESS  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

June 23rd 2026 

AGENDA  

4:30 p.m.  Welcome  
● Board of Directors 
● Members of the Society 

Review Minutes of the 2025 AGM  
● Acceptance 

Finance Report  
● Auditor’s Report – Amir Masood 
● Appointment of Auditor for 2026-2027 

Reports  
● President – Brian Grootendorst 
● Executive Director– Jennifer Ridgeway 
● Comptroller – Harvey Knotts 
● Nominations – Jim Callaghan 

New Business Arising  

● Special Resolution  - 
Updated ByLaws 
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BOARD MEMBERS  

2025-2026 

● Brian Grootendorst, President 

● Jeannette Poulin, Vice-President 

● Jim Callaghan, Secretary 

● Steve Kendzierski, Treasurer 

● Lia Bishop, Director 

● Cara Mason, Director 

● Tess Wangari, Director  
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CREATIVE CENTRE SOCIETY FOR MENTAL WELLNESS 

(the “Society”) 

MINUTES OF THE 2025 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 

Tuesday, June 24, 2025 4:30 pm by Fully Electronic Meeting 

 

PRESENT: 11 members 

Brian Grootendorst, Jeanette Poulin, Steven Kendzierski, Lia Bishop, Jim Callaghan 

Martin Poulin, Gerry Poulin, Mary Turner, Chloe Mackenzie, Melissa Kendzierski, 
Donna Bannister.   

CHAIR AND SECRETARY 

Brian Grootendorst acted as chair and the meeting was called to order at 4:32 pm 

With the consent of the meeting the chair appointed Jim Callaghan to act as secretary of 
the meeting. 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

The chair stated that the notice of meeting was sent to all members entitled to attend this 
meeting on June 9, 2025. 

QUORUM 

The chair reported that a quorum of members was present at the meeting and the 
meeting was regularly called and duly constituted for the transaction of business. 

AGENDA 

The chair presented the agenda for the meeting.  

UPON MOTION DULY MADE IT WAS RESOLVED that the meeting agenda be 
approved.  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

The chair presented the minutes of the previous general meeting held on June 25, 2024. 

UPON MOTION DULY MADE IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the annual 
general meeting held on June 25, 2024 be approved. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  

The chair presented the financial statements for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2025 
together with the Auditor report (Aterna Advisors) for consideration of the 
membership.  

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 

UPON MOTION DULY MADE IT WAS RESOLVED that  Aterna  Advisors Inc be 
appointed auditor of the Society for the ensuing year.  

DIRECTORS’ REPORT 

The chair Brian Grootendorst presented the President’s report to the members of the 
Society.   

 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 

Jennifer Ridgeway presented the Executive Director’s report to the members of the 
Society.  

 

NUMBER AND ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

UPON MOTION DULY MADE IT WAS RESOLVED that the below-listed be appointed 
as directors. 

Name     Address         
Term 

Lia Bishop  33555 Page Rd. Abbotsford, BC V4X 1T9   

2025-2026  lia.dawn.bishop@gmail.com 

Jim Callaghan 2148 Sandstone Dr. Abbotsford, BC V3G 2B9  2025-2026
  callyfree@gmail.com   

Brian Grootendorst 47-5469 Chinook St. Chilliwack, BC V2R 0T5  2025-2026
  briangrootendorst@gmail.com  

Steven Kendzierski 5470 Steelhead Lane. Chilliwack, BC V2R 0X7 2025-2026
  s.kendzierski@gmail.com 

Jeanette Poulin 2042 Majestic Crescent, Abbotsford, BC V2T 3G1 2025-2026
  j.n.g.poulin@gmail.com 
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It was then noticed that the Board of Directors of the Society is comprised of the 
following directors. 

Lia Bishop  

Jim Callaghan 

Brian Grootendorst 

Steven Kendzierski 

Jeanette Poulin 

 

SPECIAL BUSINESS 

1)Bylaw Amendment 

WHEREAS:  

A. BC Housing requires certain changes to be made to the bylaws of Creative Centre 
Society for Mental Wellness (the “Society”) pursuant to its policies and for the Society to 
continue to be eligible for funding from BC Housing; and  

B. The Societies Act requires a special resolution of the members of the Society to amend 
the Society’s bylaws, and it is considered to be in the best interest of the Society to do so;  

UPON MOTION DULY MADE IT WAS RESOLVED BY SPECIAL RESOLUTION that: 

1. The existing bylaws of the Society as filed with the Registrar of Companies on July 21, 
2017 be cancelled and the form of bylaws presented to the members at the annual 
general meeting on June 24, 2025 be adopted as the bylaws of the Society in substitution 
for, and to the exclusion of the existing bylaws of the Society to be effective as of the date 
of filing with the Registrar of Companies; and  

2. Any one of directors of the Society and the Executive Director of the Society is 
authorized to take all such actions and execute and deliver all such documentation that 
are necessary or desirable for the implementation of this resolution, the filing of the 
amended bylaws, and the subsequent reporting to BC Housing .  

11 votes in favour of the resolution--0 votes opposed 
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2)Appointment of Solicitors 

UPON MOTION DULY MADE IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT 
Volkenant Law Group be appointed the solicitors of the Society for the ensuing fiscal 
year and be directed to file the annual report of the Society on behalf of the Society at 
such remuneration as may be fixed by the directors of the Society, 

Termination: There being no further business, UPON MOTION DULY MADE IT WAS 
RESOLVED that the meeting be terminated. 
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President’s Report – 2026  

 

 

It is my pleasure to present this President’s Report to the members at our Annual General 
Meeting. I am pleased to report that our society has had another good year, continuing to 
provide important services to the community and carrying forward the work that is central 
to our mission. 

One of the highlights of this past year has been our return to Abby House. We are excited to 
be back in a place that has such significance for the society and for the people we serve. This 
return represents not only a meaningful step forward, but also an opportunity to continue 
strengthening the services and support we provide. 

We also continue to benefit from the excellent leadership of Jennifer Ridgeway. Her 
dedication, judgment, and steady guidance have been invaluable to the society, and we are 
very fortunate to have her continuing to help lead this important work. 

I would also like to express my sincere thanks to the Board of Directors. Each member 
volunteers their time, experience, and energy to ensure that the society can continue to 
operate effectively and provide its very important services. Their commitment is deeply 
appreciated and is essential to the ongoing success of the organization. 

As we look ahead, I am confident that the society is well positioned to build on the progress 
of the past year. Thank you to our staff, volunteers, directors, members, and supporters for 
your continued commitment to the society and to the people who rely on its services. 

 

Sincerely, Brian Grootendorst, President
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Executive Director’s Report  

June 2026 

Throughout the previous year, Creative Centre Society delivered essential mental health 
support to Fraser Health clients across the Fraser Valley, encompassing the following 
services: 
 

● Our clubhouse programs delivered recovery and mental health rehabilitation 
services to 224 individuals. 

● 58 Young Adults participated in our rehab and recovery programs 

● ACLS personnel managed a caseload of 131 clients, providing essential one-on-one 
community support. 

● The BC Housing Rent Supplement was allocated to 21 individuals. 

● As an incentive for working on their personal wellness with community support, 
104 ACLS clients received the Semi-Independent Living Subsidy. 

● The Therapeutic Volunteer Program provided stipends to 22 participants for their 
contributions. 

● Through Nelson Place and The Village, we ensured 33 mental health clients had 
access to stable, permanent, and affordable housing. 

Reflecting on the previous fiscal year, we extend our heartfelt gratitude for the 
unwavering commitment shown by our community and funding partners. This ongoing 
support allows the Society to maintain a robust financial position for both the short and 
long term, guaranteeing the continued excellence and dependability of our vital services. 
We are honored to be supported by the Government of Canada, the Fraser Health 
Authority, BC Housing, United Way BC and the BC Gaming Commission.  

Our success is built upon the hard work of our staff and Board of Directors, as well as the 
resilience of our collaborative relationships. 

Sincerely, Jennifer Ridgeway, Executive Director 

 

Page 32 of 35



Comptroller’s Report 

For the Year Ended March 31, 2026 

 

The Society’s financial statements were prepared by Squire and Company. Aterna 
Advisors Inc. Chartered Professional Accountants performed a review on the financial 
statements as well as an audit on the accompanying schedules of Supplementary 
Financial Information.  

In March 2026 Abby House was finally reopened, six years after the fire. The restoration, 
building code upgrades, wheelchair ramp, fence, replacement furnishings, security, 
storage and equipment cost in excess of $1,145,000, of which $387,000 was financed 
through insurance proceeds and a further $187,000 through various grants. The remaining 
$571,000 was financed through internal funds. 

Funding for programs has increased with Provincial grants rising from $1,574,781 to 
$1,699,618. The Society continues to manage rising costs, particularly in employee 
remuneration, alongside ongoing staffing shortfalls. These pressures have contributed to 
the need for increased funding, although due to staff shortages it has meant unused funds 
have been repaid. .This year a total of $83,077 was returned to Fraser Health with the 
majority of that being Assisted Community Living Support. 

Despite these challenges, the society still had an excess of revenues over expenses of 
$63,774. This surplus, together with surpluses from 2025 and 2024, have been used to 
finance the insurance and grant shortfalls on the restoration costs. The Society remains in 
a strong financial position with net assets of $1,493,980, up from $1,430,206 last year. Cash 
reserves still exceed current liabilities, after excluding deferred income, so the Society is 
solvent and can continue to meet its financial obligations. The Society only has one loan 
outstanding of $74,427 and negotiations are underway to renew the term.  

We would also like to thank Robbie Madden for her continued dedication and hard work 
in maintaining the accounting records. Her contributions make our work significantly 
easier, and she is a valuable and much appreciated member of the management team. 

 

Written by Harvey Knotts, Squire and Company Business Advisors Inc. 
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Board of Director's Nominations 2026-2027 

● Jim Callaghan

● Jeannette Poulin

● Brian Grootendorst

● Steven Kendzierski

● Lia Bishop

● Cara Mason

● Tess Wangari

New Directors may be added throughout the year with the approval of the Board.  
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SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS 

 

To vote on the following special resolutions 

WHEREAS: 
 

A.         The Societies Act requires a special resolution of the members of the 
Society to amend the Society’s bylaws, and it is considered to be in the best interest 
of the Society to do so; 

                 
BE IT RESOLVED BY SPECIAL RESOLUTION THAT: 

 
A.         The existing bylaws of the Society as filed with the Registrar of Companies 
on July 17, 2025 be cancelled and the form of bylaws presented to the members at 
the annual general meeting on June 23rd, 2026 be adopted as the bylaws of the 
Society in substitution for, and to the exclusion of the existing bylaws of the 
Society to be effective as of the date of filing with the Registrar of Companies; and 

  
B.         Any one of directors of the Society and the Executive Director of the 
Society is authorized to take all such actions and execute and deliver all such 
documentation that are necessary or desirable for the implementation of this 
resolution and the filing of the amended bylaws. 
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